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RURAL PUBLIC WORKS CONSTRUCTION IN
THE ANDES OF NORTHERN PERU

The Role of Community Participation

by ROBERT B. KENT and JESUS CARRANZA RIMARACHIN

Department of Geegraphy and Flanning, University of Akron, Ohio, USA, and Centro de Fotogrametria,
Cartografia w Calastra, Universidad Macional de San [uan. San Jwan, Argenting. Proyecto Regional de Diesarrollo
Agraforestal, Calamarcd, Peru

Community participation 5 widely touted as a useful toel in development
planning and the implementation of development projects Much of this literature,
however, has taken a position of advocacy, and detalled empirical studies are few
This paper examines a range of public works projects in rural and small town
contexts in the Andes of northern Peru which were constructed using community
participation Three specific questions are addressed What proportion of project
costs are met by the contribution of community resources? How do individuals
and families meet the requirements for participation and how significant are these
in terms of Ainancial and labour eosts? Finally, how are communities mobilised to
meet the needs of participatory projects and how are beneficiaries induced 1o
contribute their fair share?
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