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Ophiocordyceps sinensis, the
flagship fungus of China:
terminology, life strategy and
ecology

'Tu:]ngjlh Ihﬁ:lg - Erwei LI, Ellnllg:-:hu 'I'l'.au.,g
. Tuling Li and Xingzhang Liu

¥ Biske Key Latoratory of Mycology, eifebe of
Microbiclogy, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Mo 3 L
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ArtIcIO

Artiche
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:?.:": Figures
‘ References

The Chinese caterpillar  fungus,
Opfvocarioeps snensis (sym, Comreps
signsis), i one of the most famous and
perhaps the most expensive fungal species
in the world, s hiology largely remains a
secpel, and id commerdal cultivation sl
a dream. {hwing toits medicinal, economic,
social and ecologicsl importance, and its
limited distribution mainly in China, O
E1EES is herein nominabed as the national
fungus of China and the fungus of the vear
(2012) For the joarnal Mycolane. To clarify

www.tandfonline.com

the confusion, a stamdard nomenclature is
proposed and recommended in ths paper
for a comprehensive understanding of the
terms related to Covalcaps sensy fale and
£ sinensis, We also review recent research
on the life cycle and distribution of this
fungus, parasitism of phost moths by the
fungus, the microbial community of natural
Chinese cordyoeps and its insect hosts, as
vl as the secondary metabolives produced
by the fungil iselated from natural Chinese
cordyceps, By raking advantage of varous
gxpertises as well as the governmment
support, we believe that the bislogieal
secrets of 3 svensis will be onravelled
gradually, and the sustainable development
and uriliztion of this tradidonal medicine
willbe fully achiewed in the futare,
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DOk 10 80E0A00 219366 2012 TIAMEZ

by Richard [anes [“.I.ITIEF Colling, Londan,
2001, 387 pp., £14.99 1SBM: 9-T780-007-
IA-56

How do youl enthose youngsters and non-
specialists with the pleasure to be gained by
I.nnhi:ng ai insecis while ai the same time
providing  safficlent  snippets  of
information  for the curosity of a
prodessional entomologist to be tweaked?
Extrame msects by Richard Jones makes a
pretty good stab ar it [t is a chunky-format

Article

book comprising a series of whole-page
photegraphs facing assoclated tex thar is
linked to a biggest, best, fastest, or ugliest
type of a heading., Some of the categories
and chosen taxa are pretty arbitrary
(biggest feet' for a male dytiscid For
example}, but that doesn't really matter,
because part of the pleasure 5 in disagresing
with the author's cholees, Discovering
information on obscure but fscinating
imsects  is another reward The most
subterranean  insect! The Australian
Cooloola crickets get the nod — probably
because it has a good head start with a name
like that, The most sexually dimorphic
imsect? Lots of contenders here and we are
l=d to the interesting observation that snail -
eating seems to favour dimorphism in
beetles, The photographs are good enough
o catch youwr attention and the text @5 not so
bite-sze that it becomes trivial. Each page
has something interesting to say, It also

www.tandfonline.com

seems  pretty  error-free, though the
purported smallest insect looks more like a
bug than afairy fly tome. The chosen insects
display a somewhat European bias, though
semetimes with good reason — we are told
that the worlds aldest known insect fossil
comes from Scotland. This s a book to dip
into for pleasure rather than to read cover-
no-oover — entomaological entertalnmens an
its bt
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